Orson Hyde, Green River Colonizer. Isaac Bullock colonized Fort Supply. 
Ze, 


I knew many of the men who were members of this party, and I heard James 
Ferguson, Hiram Norton, Wiley Norton and Andrew Cunningham and many 
others, relate all they were at liberty to tell of it after they returned. The party, 
with Andrew Cunningham in command, arrived at the fort and found Bridger 
gone. But his wife was there living quietly as usual. She knew nothing of her 
husband. Cunningham judged rightly, as it afterwards proved, that Bridger was 
concealed in the mountains not far off and that he must either return occa- 
sionally to the fort for food or that those at the fort must communicate with 
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two weeks, a group consisting of fifty-three men, primarily volunteers, had 
been raised and fitted with supplies and necessary tools and implements. With 

_Isaac. Bullock as captain, this groupleft Salt Lake City three days after the first 
company had arrived at Fort Bridger. 

When the first company of Mormon colonists arrived at Fort Bridger, they 
found about a dozen angry mountaineers living there. Having had two or three 
of their number killed at the Green River ferry by the Mormon posse only a 
few weeks earlier, they were antagonistic to any Mormon plan to occupy the 
fort until a site for a permanent settlement could be chosen. According to 
James Brown, the Mormons were “considerably cowed” by the “twelve or 
fifteen rough mountain men” who seemed to be “‘very surly and suspicious,” 
while the ‘spirit of murder and death appeared to be lurking in their minds.” 14 
Consequently, the colonizers, unprepared for such a reception, soon lost 
interest in occupying the post. They learned that about twenty additional 
mountain men, together with a tribe of Ute Indians, were in the area. It 
appeared to the Mormons that the valley was “held in the fists of a well 
organized band of from seventy-five to a hundred desperadoes” and so the 
fearful group moved on to Smith’s Fork, where they camped while a com- 
mittee selected a suitable place for a settlement. They located a site about two 
miles above the confluence of Willow Creek and Smith’s Fork at a point 
approximately twelve miles from Fort Bridger. Nebeker’s party was joined on 
Smith’s Fork by the second group sent out from Salt Lake City, and together 
they established a settlement known as Fort Supply. In speaking of the arrival 
of the second group, one of the original members, James S. Brown, remarked 
that ‘fon November 26th, 1853, Captain Isaac Bullock came in with fifty-three 
men and twenty-five wagons. When they joined us our company was ninety- 
two strong, all well armed and when our block house was completed we felt 
safer than ever.”’ !? 

By the end of 1853, Orson Hyde had fulfilled his assignment of starting a 
settlement in Green River Valley, but apparently was not happy with the 
prospects. In the spring of 1854, when Hyde was traveling east and stopped at 
Fort Supply, Hosea Stout, one of Hyde’s traveling companions, gave his opin- 
ion of the new settlement when he wrote: 


It is the most forbidding and godforsaken place I have ever seen for an attempt 
to be made for a settlement and judging from the altitude I have no hesitancy 
in predicting that it will yet prove a total failure but the Brethren here have 
done a great deal of labor.... Elder Hyde seems to have an invincible re- 
pugnance to Fort Supply.'° 


However, the benefits derived from this outpost justified the project in the 
eyes of the Church leaders, who made plans to establish Fort Supply as a 
permanent settlement. It became a resting place for the emigrating Saints, a 
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Fort Supply, settlement built by the Mormons in Green River County, 1853-57. 


place to replenish their food supplies, an Indian mission and a defense against 
the mountain men’s activities among the Indians. If it had been permitted to 
continue, Fort Supply would very probably be a community in Uinta County, 
Wyoming, today, whereas at the present time there is nothing left of the 
establishment except stumps in the ground—remnants of what the Mormon 
settlers built there in 1853-57. 

It did serve as a Mormon center in Green River Valley, and a companion 


colony to Fort Bridger after this post was purchased and occupied by the 
Mormons in 1855. 
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